What is claimed is: 



CLAIMS 



1 . A method for communicating with a control system via a remote computer, the 
remote computer including an object container, the method comprising: 

requesting, via the remote computer, control system information; 

receiving, from the control system, the control system information at the object container; 

and 

running a software application in the object container to view the received control system 
information. 

2. The method of claim 1 including: 

generating control instructions with the software application; and 
sending the control instructions to the control system. 
15 

3. The method of claim 2 wherein the control system is an industrial control system 
configured to control an industrial process, and wherein the control instructions effect changes in 
the industrial process. 

20 4. The method of claim 1 wherein the received control system information includes 

information selected from the group consisting of alarm information and history information. 

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the requesting includes requesting a web page, the 
web page being hosted by the control system. 

25 

6. The method of claim 5 wherein the software application is a web browser 
configured to display the control system information via the web page. 
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7. A system for managing an industrial process at an industrial facility comprising: 
an input/output (I/O) unit, wherein the I/O unit is configured to communicate with a 

corresponding node in the industrial process and is capable of generating process data; 

a remote computer system configured to execute a desktop bound software application 
5 adapted to request, receive and manipulate said process data; 

a control system computer coupled between said plurality of I/O units and said remote 
computer system, said control system computer executing a local software application 
comprising: 

a data handler; 

10 an Internet server application program interface (IS API) configured to receive a 

request from the remote computer system for said process data and send the request to 
said data handler, said data handler being configured to retrieve said process data from said I/O 
unit in response to said request; and 

wherein said software application is configured to send said process data to said remote 
1 5 computer system. 

8. The system of claim 7 wherein the data handler is selected from the group 
consisting of an alarm handler and a history handler. 

20 9. The system of claim 8 wherein said local software application includes a web 

server configured to send said process data with a web page. 

10. A processor readable medium including computer executable instructions for 
communicating with a control system via a remote computer, the remote computer including an 
25 object container, the instructions including instructions for: 

requesting, via said remote computer, control system information; 

receiving, via at least one communication path, the control system information at the 
object container; and 

running a software application in the object container to view the received control system 
30 information. 
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1 1 . The processor readable medium of claim 1 0 wherein the instructions include other 
instructions for: 

generating control instructions with the software application; and 
sending the control instructions to the control system. 

12. The processor readable medium of claim 1 1 wherein the control system is an 
industrial control system configured to control an industrial process, and wherein the control 
instructions effect changes in the industrial process. 

13. The processor readable medium of claim 10 wherein the received control system 
information includes information selected from the group consisting of alarm information and 
history information. 

14. The processor readable medium of claim 10 wherein the requesting includes 
requesting a web page, the web page being hosted by the control system. 

15. The processor readable medium of claim 14 wherein the software application is a 
web browser configured to display the control system information via the web page. 

16. A method for obtaining industrial system data via an object container on a remote 
computer, the industrial system being controlled by a control program executed by a local 
control system, the method comprising: 

modifying the object container so that the object container includes a control object; 
requesting, via the remote computer, the industrial system data from the local control 

system; 

receiving the industrial system data at the remote computer; and 
displaying the industrial system data with the object container. 

17. The method of claim 16 wherein the object container is a web browser. 
30 

18. The method of claim 16 wherein the control object is an ActiveX object. 
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19. A method for executing, from a remote client, an industrial process control 
application configured for operation at an industrial facility, the method comprising: 

creating a local server by modifying the industrial process control application; 
providing an ActiveX object to host the local server; and 
executing the local server. 

20. The method of claim 19 wherein the industrial process control application is a 
window viewer. 

21. The method of claim 19 wherein the industrial process control application 
executes at a local site and sends data to and receives data from a remote site. 

22. The method of claim 21, wherein the data is sent to and received from the local 
site via an Internet. 

23. A system for monitoring an industrial facility comprising: 

a first computer at the industrial facility, the first computer including a deskbound 
application configured to monitor the industrial facility; 

a second computer remote from the first computer, the second computer including an 
object container for executing an instance of the deskbound application; and 

a communication system coupled between said first computer and said second computer 
for transmitting and receiving process data between said first computer and said second 
computer. 

24. The system of claim 23 wherein the object container contains an ActiveX 
component which exchanges information from said second computer and couples the 
information to said communication system for communication to said first computer. 
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25. The system of claim 24 wherein the object container is a web browser, and 
wherein the ActiveX component displays a display output of the deskbound application in the 
web browser. 
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